Easton Parish Council

Chairman’s Annual Report 2024/2025

The Parish Councillors are Pam Bell, Richard Burton, Steve Thomason, Clive Wood, and myself. Our
term of office is for 4 years and we complete this in a year’s time when there could be elections for
new Councillors. | am impressed by the commitment of our team — they have a genuine concern
about the village and a willingness to help in many different ways.

The Al4

The volume of traffic on the road has increased significantly over the last 12 months and this has
made it more difficult for residents to join and leave the road.

We meet the route manager every three months and he clearly has no money to spend. The recent
change in government means that his allocation of funds for the next five year is still uncertain. He is
well aware of our concerns. We had suggested the reopening of the road to Spald wick but there no
money to do anything like this. There is even no money for any improved signage.

The recent flood alleviation work near Catworth has resulted in long queues on the westbound
carriageway and a massive increase in through traffic of all types in the village.

The State of the roads

Both Easton Road and Stonely Road are in a poor state. Potholes do get filled but we are concerned
that the sides of the roads are breaking up in many places and the road near Shepherds Close is
showing major signs of disintegration.

Parking outside the Church
We are very pleased with the new Parking area outside the church and we expect this will blend in
with the grass area around it in due course

Traffic Speeds

The long-awaited Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign (or MVAS for short) was received in July and has
been installed to protect the area around the bus stop. Since it's been running, the statistics
collected from it {as outlined in a recent Newsletter} confirm it is effective at slowing down traffic.
The 2 batteries only last approximately one month, and so the decision was taken to order a solar
panel which was installed on the 5th of March. The expectation is that with the combination of the
installed batteries plus solar panel, no regular maintenance will now be required.

The applicaﬁ:)n to include the village in a 20mph speed limit was resubmitted this year but again we
were unsuccessful. We will continue to apply and hope to achieve success soon.

Flood Prevention

Fortunately the village has suffered no flooding this year. Thanks to the efforts from a number of
people the culvert near Ford Cottage was cleared, and then the County Council repaired the
brickwork. The Internal Drainage Board has included this section of the brook in their remit.

Playing Field

We have been dealing with vegetation on the wire fence alongside the ditch on Stonely Road and we
are grateful for the help of a number of volunteers who have contributed to this work.

We are putting down new bark in the play area this summer.



Village Sign
This has been completely refurbished and looks attractive once again.

Defibrillator

Thanks are due to the Mayer family for hosting the defibrillator but their impending move means
that it will have to be re-sited, so is currently not available and the new location will be announced
shortly.

Grass Cutting
We are grateful to Anthony Abbs for his maintenance of the village verges and to Derek Jolly who has
cut the grass on the playing field.

Planning Matters

We continue to be consulted by the District Council on planning matters and we do our best to look
carefully at all planning applications and to represent the views of people in the village as best we
can. We only have the power to comment and do not have a final say on planning matters — that
power is reserved to the District Council. There are no plans for major development in the village.

Residents

This year many people in the village have volunteered to keep the place attractive and tidy. Not only
have people picked up litter but the wooden railings over the bridges have been painted, footpaths
cleared, and a great deal of tidying has been completed in the Church yard and the playing field. |
have been impressed by the willingness of people who have helped — thank you.

The Easton Fund and Social Committee have again organised a number of enjoyable social events.
The organisation of these takes time and commitment from many people but they certainly provide
great entertainment and promote great community spirit. The “Big Breakfast” continues to great
acclaim from many both within and outside the village.

The Church Councit continues to maintain our beautiful church and look after the churchyard as well
as organising events.

The Trustees of the Easton United Charities work hard to look after the assets of the Charities and
distribute money within the village.

Anthea Beer is a very able and competent Parish Clerk. Dealing most effectively with
correspondence, communications and the organisation of our council meetings. Dave Hindmarsh is
the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator where his police background is immensely useful, Janet
Thomason continues to produce the village newsletter — thanks are due to her and to Angie Smith
who delivers it.

So thanks are due to all the organisations and individuals who are involved in the village. | know that
the whole village community appreciates all the work they do. The efforts you make continue to
make Easton a very attractive village in which to live

Mike Baker
March 2025



